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Correct use of a double hygiene bar-
rier 

Principle 
A hygiene barrier only protects your animals 
from infections when it is used appropriately by 
everyone – farm staff and other visitors alike.  
Keep the front door of the poultry house locked. 
It is a good idea to have a sign on the door telling 
that visitors cannot enter the production facilities 
without the owner's permission, and the owner's 
phone number is visible.  
If the building is compartmentalized, hands 
must be washed and disinfected (as an alterna-
tive to disinfection, section-specific gloves) also 
between compartments. Different compart-
ments must also have their own footwear and 
tools, e.g. for collecting carcasses. 
Remember to regularly take care of the  
neatness and cleanliness of different areas – dirty 
area, intermediate area and clean area – with dif-
ferent tools as well as of washing work shoes and 
clothes. 

Use of hygiene barrier 

1. When entering, take off your outerwear in the 
designated area (coat rack, etc.). Sit on a bench 
and take off your outdoor shoes.  

Instead of a bench, the boundary between the 
dirty entrance area and the intermediate area 
can also be marked by a clear physical barrier 
(e.g. a fence/pen made of film plywood or some 
other obstacle of different levels) that clearly 
separates the different areas. However, the seat-
ing option makes it easier to change shoes and 
clothes.  
The principle of hygiene barrier is that outdoor 
and intermediate footwear must not come into 
contact, and that pathogens carried on foot-
wear or clothing from outside do not enter the 
poultry house. 

2. Turn towards the intermediate area and put on 
intermediate footwear (e.g. clogs or Crocs). Do 
not walk barefoot or in socks in the intermedi-
ate area. 
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3. Wash your hands with warm water and liquid soap 
from the dispenser (not bar soap) and dry them 
with a disposable hand towel. Use hand sanitizer 
or, alternatively, put on section-specific gloves (see 
section 6.). 

4. Put on work clothing (e.g. overalls) and headwear. 
You may leave your own clothes (shirt, trousers, 
etc.) in the intermediate area (e.g. in a locker) and 
put work clothing directly over your underwear. 
Showering further reduces the risk of transferring 
infections to the animal area.  

5. Leave the intermediate footwear next to the hy-
giene barrier at the entrance of the animal area 
(e.g. a hygiene pen separated by film plywood 
sheets, etc. A clear physical barrier comparable to 
the hygiene barrier in section 1). Step directly into 
clean-area work shoes placed on the clean side of 
the hygiene barrier. 

6. If section‑specific washable work gloves, disposa-
ble gloves, and/or respiratory protection are used 
in the poultry house, put them on now. 

7. Enter the animal area. 

8.  When leaving the animal area, remove work shoes 
inside the hygiene pen and step directly into 
intermediate footwear (e.g. clogs or Crocks). At the 
end of work, remove work clothing, hang it in the 
designated area, and put on your personal 
clothing. 

9. Wash your hands with warm water and liquid soap 
and dry them with a disposable hand towel. When 
moving to another compartment, use hand sani-
tizer or, alternatively, section-specific washable 
work gloves or disposable gloves. 

10. When leaving the poultry house, move to the hy-
giene barrier at the exit and take off your interme-
diate footwear in the intermediate area. 

11. Move into the dirty area without touching the floor 
with your socks, put on your outdoor shoes and 
outerwear. 

12. Close the front door carefully and make sure the 
door is locked. 

 
 

DIFFERENTIATION OF  
THE AREAS SEPARATED BY  

HYGIENE BARRIER 

- Bench 
- A "hygiene pen" made of film ply-

wood 
- Other clear physical barrier at  

different levels with the floor, 
such as threshold, grating, etc. 

Note!  

If the hen house does not 
have a separate egg storage 
and the eggs are collected 
by the same route as the  

access to the animal space, 
the floor of the egg 

transport route must always 
be washed and disinfected 
immediately after the eggs 

have been collected.  
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