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The Sikava system is managed by 
Animal Health ETT

ManagementManagement



Establishing Sikava and
consolidating health
classifications

Milestones
Approval as a National
Quality Scheme

2003

Certified ISO 9001 Quality
Management System

 before 
2003

Distinct health classification
systems for slaughterhouse
companies

2013

2014



Sikava's national health care services
enhance the health and welfare of pigs as
well as food safety.

The operational
principle of
Sikava



Swine herds

681

Sikava in numbers
2025

Coverage of commercial
swine production

>95 %
herd visits in 2024

3300



Swine health Animal welfare Food safety
 Profitability of

production 

Sikava objectives



Health Plan updated

National QS Level Classification

Health management visits

Salmonella analysis

Used medicine registered

No controlled diseases

Biosecurity assesment



National Quality
System

Finnish Food Authority

approval since 2013
(EU) 1305/2013 
regarding animal health and
public health

APPROVES

SUPERVISES
regular control
third-party verification
(certified ISO 9001 quality
system)

Approval means that the production of
pigs reared under national level rules is
subject to measures that go beyond the
legal requirements in animal health and
public health  



Documentation of
disease symptoms
and occurrences
during healthcare
visits.

The medicines  
used are
documented in
Sikava.

Freedom of
voluntary
controlled
diseases

Special level
requirements for  
breeding animal
producers

Swine health surveillance



Salmonella

The following diseases must be
eradicated from pig farms at the

national level:

Enzootic
pneumonia

Swine
dysentery Mange

Atrophic
rhinitis

PRRS



Zoonotic disease
Exemption grantor

for disease

Aujeszky's disease (pseudorabies) (EU) 2021/620

Brucellosis (Brucella abortus, B.
melitensis, B. suis)

(EU) 2021/620

Classical swine fever (CSF) WOAH

Foot-and-mouth disease WOAH

ASF never occurred

Swine
health

Finland is officially free from several animal diseases. The official
disease-free status may be conferred by the EU Commission or the
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH).
Pigs may not receive vaccinations for diseases from which the
country is officially declared disease-free. 



Aujeszky's
disease 

TGE PRRS CSF ASF Brusella

antibodies 2213 1509 2712 1885 1719

virus
identification

81 548 87 127

bacterial
indicator

17

The Finnish Food
Authority
oversees the
management of
preventable
animal diseases.

The Finnish Food
Authority
oversees the
management of
preventable
animal diseases.

In 2023, the Finnish Food Authority conducted surveillance studies,
collecting over 700 blood samples from four major slaughterhouses
slaughtering sows. All test results have been negative. 

Source: Animal Diseases in Finland 2023 - Publication. Finnish Food
Authority



Swine Erysipelas: gilts, sows, and boars 
Parvovirus: gilts, sows, and boars
E. coli: gilts and sows
Circovirus (PCV2): piglets 

Vaccinations 
Sikava advocates for the vaccination of pigs
against the following diseases:

Additionally, vaccines may be utilized against conditions
such as lawsonia, APP, or Glässer's disease, in accordance
with the herd veterinarian's guidance.

In a pig herd at national level in Sikava classification,
vaccines for diseases controlled by Sikava, such as porcine
mycoplasma or atrophic rhinitis, may not be utilized. 



DOUBLE 
HYGIENE LOCK

Biocheck assessments are used to develop and verify
the level of biosecurity  on pig farms
Effective biosecurity enhances animal welfare and
production profitability
Disease control enhances food safety

Biosecurity
Biocheck.UGent biosecurity assesment
conducted annually.

OUTER WEAR
leave your own outer
clothing in the
designated place 

PROTECTIVE
CLOTHING

overalls
headwear
gloves

HANDWASH
liquid soap
paper towels
hand desinfectant

FOOTGEAR
when crossing a
bench or fence step
directly on the
footwear for the area

SEPARATING CLEAN
AND DIRTY AREAS

bench
hygiene fence

Organise the transfer of carcasses, the bringing in of
bedding, etc., so that you do not go outside with the
footwear used in animal facilities

CLEAN AREA

DIRTY AREA

ANIMALFACILITIES



Swine welfare
The veterinarian evaluates welfare of the
pigs during veterinary visits and
documents the findings in Sikava.

The animal welfare index is an overall assessment of
welfare calculated as the average of the observations
made during the year at the health visits in farms. The
index is calculated for each production phase.



Body score – 0
Shoulder sores – 1
Skin lesions – 0
Abscesses – 0
Housing conditions – 0
Enrichment material – 2
Tail biting – 0
Human-Animal relationship – 0
Activity towards enrichment – 0
Responsible production
indicators
Mortality – 8
Total error points: 11
Base index: 83.08

Index bonuses:
Abundant bedding – 0.00
Free farrowing / nursing – 0.00

Skin lesions – 0
Housing conditions – 0 
Enrichment material – 2
Runts – 0
Lying behaviour – 0
Total error points: 2
Base index: 93.33

This animal group does not have an
index bonus.

Skin lesions – 0
Coughing – 0
Enteritis – 0
Housing conditions – 2
Enrichment material – 0
Tail biting – 0
Runts – 2
Lying behaviour – 0
Human-Animal relationship – 0
Total error points: 4
Base index: 93.55

Index bonus:
Abundant bedding – 0.00

Skin lesions – 0
Coughing – 0
Enteritis – 0
Housing conditions – 2
Enrichment material – 0
Tail biting – 2
Runts – 2
Human-Animal relationship – 0
Activity towards enrichment – 0
Responsible production
indicators:
Mortality – 2
Partial rejections – 0
Total error points: 8
Base index: 88.81

Index bonuses:
Abundant bedding – 0.00

83 % 93 % 94 % 89 %

SOWS SUCKLERS WEANERS FINISHERS
WELFARE INDEX IN SIKAVA (UNDER FURTHER DEVELOPMENT)



Complimentary for users, accessible via

web browsers.

Health visits and plans 

Biocheck.UGent assesment

Medicine recordings

Meat inspection data

Laboratory results for diseases

Register



Web portal

Web portal

Herd vet

Meat inspection
data

Farmer

Lab results:
diseases

Animal transport

Food industry

Food industry

Herd vet

Farmer

Food industry

Medicine usage

Official pig
register



ETT Sikava
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Ina Toppari
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Vera Talvitie
Veterinary specialist

Kati Kastinen
Quality Manager

Nea Niemi
Service Manager



Contact
us Animal Health ETT ry 

P.O. Box 221
60101 Seinäjoki 
www.ett.fi 
www.sikava.fi

Executive Manager 
Ina Toppari  
Tel: +358 400 363 304  
Email: ina.toppari@ett.fi

Specialist Veterinarian 
Vera Talvitie  
Tel: +358 50 478 3353  
Email: vera.talvitie@ett.fi


